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XI. 


Tue NationaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT AND 
Murtvat Derence Socrery. 


The annual general meeting of this Society was 
held in Manchester on December Ist, and the pro- 
ceedings show that in its 34th year it is as sound and 
virile as ever. Financially it is a very strong asso- 
ciation, and its list of officers consists entirely of 
names of men conspicuous for their business abilities 
and substantial position. 

The President, in his address, seemed to resent the 
ignorance displayed by veterinary surgeons who per- 
sisted in speaking of the ‘‘ Manchester ’’ Society. We 
venture to think the custom of connecting this 
Society with the one town is not due to any mistake 
about the wideness of its aims or the extent of its 
work. We all know it will accept members from any 
county and that it will either defend or assist its sub- 
scribers when they show cause for the Society’s 
action. Those people who speak of the ‘‘ Manches- 
ter” Society, only use the word as a distinction and, 
perhaps, to save themselves the trouble of articulating 
a whole sentence instead of one word. Its best 
friends must confess that the full and correct title is 
a little cumbersome, or as the President puts it “long 
enough and plain enough.” We certainly don’t like 
the President’s description of the title; it is hardly 
flattering whether applied to a lady or to a Society. 

Not unnaturally the President had a fling at the 
Victoria Benevolent Association, which he imagines 
Was started as a rival with similar aims and objects. 
In this he is wrong, as the ‘ Victoria’’ fund was 

raised for purely benevolent uses at a time when the 

Manchester” Society, by its rules, could give no 
assistance to anyone not a subscriber. He adds—“< I 
cannot excuse them for pilfering a good share of our 
— without even saying by your leave.” Surel 
a *ppropriation by another society of a little of the 
tented plain name is not a serious loss. It might be re- 
-- that when the long name was originally 

Ssumed it was misapplied. Until a year ago the 
-— Was never guilty of any ‘‘ benevolence.” Its 

J Paix framed on a prudential basis—favour and 

= subscribers only was the motto of its business. 
contribute some of its leading shareholders decline to 
re "aa € to the Victoria Fund on the plea that lazy 
mbar Provident persons should not be helped. This 
platform is logical, but we regret to 
We can ea 't 1s at such a superior altitude that 
Wonder, nly view it with distant and respectful 
e. oan from the treasurer’s report that the new 

-ycruutting benevolence has not overtaxed the 


i 
ety’s resources during the year. We are not 


sure, but we think that during the 33 years of its 
existence the National Veterinary Benevolent and 
Mutual Defence Society has not spent £100 on 
benevolence. It is a business Association and as 
such has been and is now well managed. Business 
not sentiment has marked its progress, and we regret 
that it ever so far departed from its original purpose 
as to alter a rule permitting any benevolence. Veteri- 
nary prudential insurance and veterinary defence 
are good solid things which can be worked together 
by a committee of business men. Veterinary benevo- 
lence is altogether a weaker and milder thing which 
is not likely to flourish under the guidance of men 
who believe that it is wrong to interfere with provi- 
dence and prudence, and wicked to help the sub- 
merged unless it can be proved that the victim was 
entirely blameless for his misfortune. 

There is plenty of room for both the business 
society and the charity society. There is no cause 
for jealousy between the two. There is no clashing 
of interests, and the subscribers to one should all be 
subscribers to the other. The risks affecting veteri- 
nary surgeons in their daily practice are sufficient to 
induce every prudent man communicating at once 
with Mr. Sam Locke—if he is not already a member 
of the N.V.B. & M.D.S. Liability for mistakes 
in practice, liability for accidents to servants, liability 
to personal injury we all recognise, and now a case 
has been reported showing liability to clients’ servants 
when they rub in a blister and omit to wash their 
hands. Common prudence dictates association fer 
mutual help and protection, especially when it can 
be had for so absurdly small an annual payment. 

We have kept till last the most remarkable portion 
of the reported proceedings—‘ It was resolved that 
the Office bearers and Council form themselves into 
a committee with power to add to their number, to 


Y | take into consideration the suggestion of the presi- 


dent as to the advisability of federating with veteri- 
nary societies, and if so what would be the best plan 
to bring same to a practical issue.”’ 

In union there is strength, and we hope the com- 
mittee may be able to suggest some method of federa- 
tion. There are many weighty arguments in favour 
of union; the difficulties are not small, but are sur- 
mountable by unanimity of feeling. 

The National Veterinary Association, the various 
local societies and the Victoria Benevolent Fund 
might with advantage to all federate with the “ Man- 
chester ”’ Society. The British Medical Association 
is the pattern to follow, and their rules might be con- 
sulted. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


A BILIARY CALCULUS. 


The accompanying specimen is, I think, sufficient- 
ly rare to merit a record. It was taken from the 
carcase of a half-bred Yorkshire and Tamworth sow 
by Mr. Wimlett, butcher, of Stratford-on-Avon, on 
November 15th. 

The carcase weighed 29 scores and was healthy. 
The liver weighed 7lbs. 20z. and appeared quite nor- 
mal. The gall-bladder contained about a teaspoonful 
of bile and was distended by a firm calculus. r 

The only history I can obtain is as follows :—Age 
about three years, has had three litters numbering 
respectively 11, 14, and 12. With the second litter 
the sow was seized with paralytic symptoms. She 
was affected about a month and then made a perfect 
recovery. She has only been in her last owner’s 
possession 14 months. About two months ago she 
took to drinking the soakage of the pen and the urine 


so her owner determined to have her fed up and 
killed. She was fed on barley meal, grains and water. 
No illness was noticed, the bowels were always regu-_ 
lar, and no vomiting was seen. | 

J. J, Crowaurst, F.R.C.V.S. 


[The specimen is rare and certainly 
of unusual size. By the kindness of 
Mr. F. Dowell, M.R.C.V.S., of Jermyn 
Street, S.W., we have obtained photo- 
graphs of the calculus, which we re- 
produce. One shows the size of the 
specimen and its form in the gall- 
bladder; the other shows it cut open 
and reflected. It was difficult to cut 
evenly as the material differed in con- 
sistency—not unlike a mixture of half- 
dry clay mixed with small harder 
masses. The photogragh shows this 
tendency to crumble.—Eb. 


INTRAVENOUS INJECTION OF CHLORAL 
AS A GENERAL ANASTHETIC. 
By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S. 


I have sometimes used intravenous injections to de- 
stroy favourite horses, but the other day | injected 
four ounces (avoirdupois) of chloral hydrate in 12 
ounces of water into the jugular vein of a cart mare 
of the Shire breed, standing 17 hands, and agcd five 


years, without it taking the slightest effect, evel with 
out impairing her appetite, for she commence? . 
when put back into her stable about twenty aoe 
after receiving the injection. It was giveD 0. ection 
the standing position. The object of the 4 
was to quickly anmsthetise her so that the ; 
cartilage, which was diseased on the inside 
near hind limb, could be painlessly removed. proer' 
ounces of chloroform inhaled next day 10 = 

ing position soon induced anesthesia wil 
maintained by using five ounces more. 
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ACTION OF APOMORPHINE AS AN EMETIC 
IN STRYCHNINE POISONING. 
By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S. 


Many years ago I attempted, by means of a hypo- 
dermic injection of apomorphine, to make a dog 
suffering from strychnine poisoning, vomit. I was 
not successful, but quickly killed the dog. It then 
occurred to me that vomiting could not take place in 
consequence of the spasm of the chest muscles, so 
when I came across other cases of strychnine poison- 
ing I induced anzsthesia by chloroform and then in- 
jected apomorphine with the result it caused vomit- 
ing as soon as the animal began to regain conscious- 
ness. Morphine or opium stops the action of apomor- 
phine. Large doses in some dogs seem to cause 
very little vomiting, but frequently cerebral excite- 
ment and restlessness. ‘Tincture of opium injected 
under the skin of the cat causes vomiting, often 
accompanied with evacuation of the bowels. It 
sometimes acts on the dog in this manner, and in 
absence of apormorphine may be tried; and its 
secondary action is sedative on the dog and that of 
a cerebral excitant on the cat. 


AN ADDITIONAL DEGREE. 
By Harotp Sessions, M.R.C.V.S. 


Under the heading of ‘An Additional Degree ”’ 
Mr. Young writes to you to enlist our support for 
the creation of a further veterinary diploma, one in 
connection with a public health department. You 
may remember that some three years ago I brought 
& motion before the Central Veterinary Medical 
Association urging it to take official action to secure 
such recognition of the veterinary schools, that gradu- 
ates would be enabled take degrees at the universi- 
ties in subjects which they had already studied and 
m which they might receive some credit for the 
examinations they had already passed. The time I 
believed then was opportune, in view of the agitation 
that has resulted in the New London University 
Bill. Talso was informed that the commissioners to 
consider the scheme would favourably entertain any 
pone our profession would officially submit to 
them. Prof, Hobday supported my motion, but Profs. 

acqueen and Penberthy joined in opposing it 
on the ground that if a university granted veterinary 

“gree it would want to control our examinations. 

© not know that it would be all loss if a university 
tion — control over the standard of our examina- 
™ 8, but that it would necessarily have to I do not 
aes spon believe. It is premature to outline a 

cae € scheme, but that such could be done with 
han to the profession provided we wished it is 
awe. to doubt. In Scotland a B.Sc. degree 
in Agriculture, but not in veterinary 
augurated n England a course has recently been in- 
Agricult, at Cambridge, and diplomas granted in 
ment ga but there is no university encourage- 
veterinary science or for original work in 


animal physiology or pathology, which veterinary 
graduates can take part in. 

The universities are not to blame in this matter. 
They can hardly be expected to help us unless we 
just show that we have the inclination and power to 
help ourselves and take some official action to bring 
our profession under their notice. If our council, or 
our medical associations would move in this matter 
no doubt we could obtain a “ degree.” 

To add another diploma, even with a long string 
of letters to those we have already, I believe would 
be a fatal mistake. Our present diploma ought to 
be good enough to cover all the ground we can take 
as a profession to enable us to earn our living. Be- 
yond this there should be a university degree obtain- 
able for those who have the time, ability, and means 
for the further study of those scientific subjects 
which they have worked at for their diploma. 

There is no sound reason why veterinary surgeons 
should not have a University course in the same way 
that many medical men do. There is nothing derog- 
atory in our work. There is nothing to prevent the 
combined calling of veterinary surgeon and gentle- 
man. The one cannot make the other; but the 
latter may also be the former, even if his income is 
undesirably small, and the Council certainly might 
try and obtain facilities to enable those members who 
could to join in the social life and receive the benefits 
that attachment to a University brings. 

Those of us who are already in practice will not 
be able to reap any advantage from such a degree, 
except indirectly, but the students of to-day and those 
who are coming ought to have this opportunity to 
help themselves, which we in the past have wanted, 
struggled for, and had to give up through the want 
of encouragement and help which we encountered 
from the representatives of our profession. 1 very 
much hope that now the subject is again brought for- 
ward in your columns that others will consider the 
matter and express their opinions on it. Let us 
strive for a degree with its full rights and privileges, 
and not be content with any diploma. 

In conclusion, might I ask anyone who inclines 
to write on this subject to give us the benefit of his 
own name to his opinions. 

Unfortunately you have allowed to be inserted re- 
cently a number of anonymous letters attacking Pro- 
fessors and individuals in an underhand and contemp- 
tible manner, and though we may perhaps often 
recognise who the writer is his intention is no less 
dastardly. We can all admire, and I hope enjoy a 
man who attacks us and differs with us, but it is 


] | reasonable to ask that he should acknowledge himself 


so that his opponent if he desires can reply to him, 
which he can hardly condescend to do with an 
anonymous traducer. 


Mr. A. M. Macrarang, M.R.C.V.S., assistant in the 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, has been selected by 
the Crown Agents for the Colonies as veterinary surgeon 
to the Government of Malta. The duties include the 
supervision of slaughter-houses, the inspection of trans- 
port ships, the sanitary arrangements relating to animals 
in Malta and the neighbouring islands, and all veterin- 


ary matters in connection with the civil government. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


ROYAL COUNTIES . 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


An ordinary general meeting was held on Friday, 
November 25th, at 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn. Owing 
to various causes the attendance was not so large as had 
been expected. Mr. T. W. Lepper, of Aylesbury, (the 
President) occupied the chair, and there were also pre- 
sent Professor Pritchard and Messrs. J. Sutcliffe Hurn- 
dall (hon. sec.), J. P.S. Walker (hon. treas.), E. Percival 
Owen, G. E. King, A. L. Butters, F. W. Wragg, and 
Albert Wheatley, and A. Lichfield Owen, visitor. 

Letters and telegrams of apology for inability fo 
attend were announced from Prof. W. Williams, Sir 
Henry Simpson, and Messrs. E. J. Mellet, J. F. Simpson, 
and E. C. Howard. 


THE AccouNTts. 


a minutes of last meeting having been taken as 
read, 

Mr. WALKER presented his abstract of accounts for the 
year 1898, which showed a total income of £64 4s. 8d., 
and an expenditure—which was rather heavier than 
usual from various causes—of £42 4s. 3d., leaving a 
balance in the bank of £22 Os. 5d. 

On the motion of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Professor 
Pritchard, the statement of the Treasurer was unani- 
mously received and adopted: 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The PRESIDENT moved, and Mr. Butters seconded in 
complimentary terms the election of the senior vice-pre- 
sident, Mr. Slocock, 2s president for next year, and the 
vote was passed by acclamation. 

Messrs. G. E. King, 8. Villar, T. W. Lepper, and J.S. 
Hurndall were unanimously elected vice-presidents for 
the year. 

On the proposition of Mr. Wragg, seconded by Prof. 
Pritchard, Mr. Walker was unanimously re-elected treas- 
urer amid applause. 

Mr. WALKER said he had frequently asked to be re- 
lieved of the duties of treasurer, and would like to be 
allowed now to resign, thinking it better in the interests 
of the Association that fresh blood should be imported 
into the office—(“ No”)— but if they insisted on it he 
would for another year endeavour to discharge the duties 
as best he could, and he thanked the members for re- 
electing him. (Applause.) 


A New Hon. 


The PRESIDENT said, as to the election of a honorary 
secretary, that he had received a communication from 
Mr. Hurndall, and had since conversed with him, and he 
was sorry to say that no persuasion of his would induce 
him to alter his decision to resign. He had served the 
Association faithfully and well for seven years, and he 
was sure they would have great difficulty in replacing 
him. (Hear, hear.) 

_Mr. WALKER, hoping that Mr. Hurndall might yet see 
his way to taking office again, heartily proposed the re- 
election of that gentleman, and Mr. Wragg cordially se- 
motion. 

r. HURNDALL explained that it was with very or 
reluctance he had had to come to the decision fe a 
a position which during his seven years of office had 
always been one of exceptional pleasure to himself. It 
was to him a great pleasure if he could at any time do 
anything to contribute to the welfare, in an way, of his 

rofession. Expecting, from the kindness a ways shown 

im in the past, that he might be asked to resume office, 


he took it on himself toe explain to Mr. Lepper some of 
the circumstances which compelled him to come to that 
decision, which he did with great reluctance, and after 
considerable thought, weighing matters of a private 
character proand con. If they would permit him to 
name a gentleman who would, he thought, be able to 
carry on the work he was surrendering with thorough 
efficiency, he would like to propose the election as hon. 
secretary of Mr. Percival Owen, of Thame. (Applause) 

Mr. Wraae said that after Mr. Hurndall’s explanation 
they must “ bow to the inevitable,” and he therefore had 
much pleasure in seconding Mr. Owen’s nomination, 
They were all very sorry to lose the services of Mr. Hur- 
dall, who had carried out his duties in a most admirable 
manner. (Hear, hear.) 

The election of Mr. Owen was then put to the vote, 
and carried with unanimity and cordial enthusiasm. 

Mr. PerctvaL OwEN, replying, said that great honour 
had come on him quite unexpectedly, but in thanking 
' the members he must assure them that he would be very 
' pleased to do all he could to promote the welfare of the 
Association. (Applause.) He knew that it would be 
difficult to follow such a manas Mr. Hurndall, but he 
would do the very best he could, and he only hoped they 
would get full meetings in the future. (App.) 

Prof. PrrrcHarpD said they would be losing sight of 
what was due to themselves, and forgetting their late 
hon. secretary and worthy servant, if they failed to offer 
to him what perhaps wasa shallow compliment, but still 
not altogether shallow, viz., their best wishes for his 
future and their heartiest thanks for all that he had 
done in connection with that Association. Mr. Hum- 
dall had not only worked hard, but had worked well 
and successfully, and when a man did that without re- 
ceiving anything but the good wishes and thanks of his 
friends it said a good deal for that man’s assiduity and 
good nature. (Hear, hear.) He asked them from the 
fulness of his heart to thank Mr. Hurndall that day, and 
to let him take it from that room that they appreciated 
what he had done, that they felt he had done it well, and 
would never forget his services. (App.) ; 

Mr. Wrace having seconded .the motion with great 
pleasure, it was carried by acclamation of the most cor- 
dial description. 

Mr. Hurnpatt asked leave to say how much he 
appreciated the kind words Prof. Pritchard had presented 
to them that afternoon. He assured them it was not 
without feelings of very considerable regret that he had 
felt it incumbent upon him to ask to be excused from 
accepting office again. It had been, ashe remarked a 
few minutes before, a matter of great pleasure to him to 
work in that Association, because all the members h 
been considerate and kind, and had placed no difficul- 
ties in the way of his official duties. Everything 
been done smoothly, and in the way in which matters 
had proceeded there was nothing, so far as he was per 
sonally concerned, to take exception to. The thanks 0 
a body of men like those were far better than any more 
solid acknowledgment of such duties as he had perform 
ed. When they considered that they were all associ 
together as brethren in the same profession, he rye | 
appreciated the honour conferred upon him, ané su 
more the kind words uttered in acknowledgment of suc 
poor services as he had been able to render to the / a 
ciation. He had no intention of dissociating, —, 
from the Association—-(applause)—but hoped in “I be 
good Providence that for many years he_ might st 
with them, and have the privilege of taking pe . we 
discussions and the general management of the en ~ 
of the Association just as heartily and earnestly 
had done in his official capacity. (Applause.) aasks 1 

Mr. OwEN proposed a most hearty vote of than 
their Treasurer for his past services, and ge aera 


that he would not have accepted office but for 
that he would be in touch with Mr. Walker. He knew, 
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however, that in his onerous undertaking he would have 
all the help he needed, both from Mr. Walker and from 
his noble predecessor. (Applause.) 

Mr. Burrers seconded with much pleasure, and the 
vote was very heartily accorded. 

Mr. WALKER assured the meeting that if his services 
as treasurer had been of any benefit to the Association it 
had been a great pleasure to him to serve them. He 
should have much pleasure in being associated with his 
friend Mr. Owen as secretary, and was sure they would 
work very pleasantly together. Any assistance needed 
at any time he should be only too pleased to render. 


(Applause.) 
PLace oF NExT MEETING. 


On the motion of Mr. Hurndall, seconded by Mr 
King, it was unanimously resulved that the next 
(February) meeting of the Association be held at 
Reading. 

THE HEALTH CoNGREss. 


Mr. WALKER read the report drawn up by Mr. But- 
ters and himself, as the delegates representing the Asso- 
ciation at the Dublin Congress of the Royal Institute of 
Public Health. 

Mr. HurNDALL felt it was their duty to recognise the 
very excellent manner in which their delegates represen- 
ted them on that very notable occasion, and he proposed 
a hearty vote of thanks to them for representing the 
Association at Dublin, and also for the very interesting 
report they had presented. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. WHEATLEY had very great pleasure in seconding 
the proposition. Carried by acclamation. 

Mr. Waker, acknowledging the compliment, said 
their visit to Dublin had been one of exceptional 
pleasure. He could not give them a conception of the 
reception accorded t» the Congress, and he was sure such 
meetings must have a very beneficial effect. (Hear 
hear.) Before sitting down he would like to propose 
that the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Association 
contribute an annual subscription of one guinea to the 
Royal Institute of Public Health. He considered it 
would be to their own advantage, as well as to the advan- 
tage of the Institute, to do so. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Burrers also replied. The Irish people welcomed 
the members of the Congress most heartily and 
thoroughly, and well managed to make them comforta- 
ble. When they had time Mr. Walker and he visited 
the different sections, and everywhere they noticed that 
the veterinary surgeon was looked upon as a_ necessary 
individual in matters pertaining to the public health. 
bad instance, in a paper on “ The Milk Supply to Large 

owns” the writer gave the veterinary profession credit, 
and considered it a necessary part of their duties to 
antes cattle and assist the medical officers of health in 

at way. (Hear, hear.) He seconded Mr. Walker's 
Proposition, considering it would be money well spent. 
€ resolution was carried by the unanimous vote of 
€ meeting. 
New MEMBER. 


— the nomination of Mr. Walker, seconded by Mr. 
a Mr. Frederick Airey, of Abingdon, was unani- 
ously elected a member of the Association. 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AT BADEN. 


on HUuRNDALL read a circular letter from Mr. Alex. 
sts ane the Board of Agriculture, as to the proposed 
Week of ome Congress at Baden-Baden in the second 
tioned emg 1899, among the points of interest men- 
a printed © that all who subscribed 12s. would receive 
nguage copy of all the discussions, in their own 


VETERINARY BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
'. HurNpAxt read a letter from Mr. W. F. Barrett, 


the hon. sec. of this Institution, forwarding a copy of the 
bye-laws, and asking him to bring the objects of the 
fund before the Association. Mr. Barrett said the sum 
of £700 had been received, and as there were some 
members of the profession who urgently needed help, it 
was hoped that each veterinary society would aid in the 
good work by contributing a donation or annual sub- 
scription. 

After a brief discussion, it was resolved to adjourn the 


question of subscribing to the next meeting, the matter 


to be put on the agenda paper. 
THE FATALITY AMONG HORSES AT ABINGDON. 


Mr. WALKER intimated, at the request of the Presi- 
dent and Mr. Wragg, his willingness to bring before the 
members at the next meeting particulars of the very re- 
markable fatality amongst horses belonging to show 
people at Abingdon in the beginning of October last, an 
offer which was heartily accepted. 


HorsE BREEDING AND REARING. 


The meeting then proceeded to the discussion of the 
paper on this subject, prepared by Mr. Hurndall for the 
previous meeting. The paper has appeared in full in 7'e 
Record. 

The PRESIDENT said he was sure they were all very 
much indebted to Mr. Hurndall for bringing his paper 
forwaid, as he did, at so short a notice. (Hear, hear). 
They had great difficulty in getting anyone to prepare a 
paper for their last meeting, and at the last minute Mr. 
Hurndall very kindly came forward, and had given them a 
most interesting essay for discussion. He thought they 
must all pretty much agree with what Mr. Hurndall 
said, and wi ood that change of pasture was a sine 

ua non in breeding young stock, as far asit went. Per- 

aps that did not apply so much to the thoroughbred 
horse as it did to cart horses and hackneys, because race- 
horses were brought up so very artificially. So long as 
they had plenty of room to move about and exercise 
themselves he did not think the pasture itself required 
so much consideration, because owing to the necessity 
of bringing them into condition to run as two-year-olds 
they had corn and artificial foods almost from their 
birth, as it were. No doubt it was bad practice to keep 
horses on the same ground so long as people often did in 
breeding establishments, as the ground got “sick” or 
tainted. (Hear, hear.) He had known one or two epi- 
demics that had arisen solely through that ; and cases of 
constitutional ophthalmia, bilious influenza, and other 
things which were attributable to horses being kept on 
the same land without change. He thought it would be 
an excelllent plan to graze certain fields with sheep 
every two or three years, and so rest the land from 
horses. With regard to thoroughbreds he thought the 
time of weaning was almost the most critical period. 
Thoroughbred foals seemed at that time to miss their 
natural food—the milk of the mother—and often seemed 
unable to assimilate properly the artificial food. When 
called in to such cases he thought they could often help 
a great deal by giving cow’s milk for a short, time ; and 
one had often to fall back also on cod liver oil and quin- 
ine. Hethought perhaps the essayist took rather too 
serious a view of some of the ailments of mares during 
pregnancy. 

Mr. Owen agreed that they must all thank Mr. Hurn- 
dall for his most excellent paper. He was sorry he had 
not extended his remarks so as to include the breeding of 
other animals besides the thoruughbred. (Hear, hear). 
He (Mr. Owen) in the rather small experience he had hac 
among thoroughbreds, had certainly found change of 
pasture to be necessary. Some years ago he had business 
with a large breeding establishment where they had an 
outbreak of “ weedy ” colts, weak joints, pasterns over- 
shot, andso on; and by changing the pastures, apply- 
ing bone manures, and pasturing with sheep and then 
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cows, they got rid of the difficulty-in two or three years. 
The treatment of pastures with bone manures seemed to 
give nature what she required. If they kept fowls or 
pigs long on the same ground they no doubt defiled it, 
and so disease was bred. Of course the difficulty lay in 
not being able to remove the animals to fresh pastures ; 
and so they must aim, by scientific treatment, to create 
new pastures, as it were, and that was simply done by 
applying to the land the proper proportions of carbon- 
ates, phosphates, or what was required. He had tound 
dressing the land with bone manures, as he had said, and 
feeding the animals artificially on cake and other foods 
which were bone-formers did away with the difficulty. 
He wished Mr. Hurndall would tell him how to get the 
foetus to present himself the right way first, so that par- 
turition should be easy. Mr. Hurndall said in difficult 
cases they ought not to interfere too soon; but he (Mr. 
Owen) always told his clients that the sooner they got 
him there the better he was pleased. With any class of 
mares he found there was great difficulty unless they 
could give relief pretty soon. No doubt Mr. Hurndall’# 
drug, if used two or three weeks before, might be of 
some use; but in the case of a wrong presentation, 
when a mare was straining very heavily, he thought the 
sooner she had proper manual assistance the better, 
though of course rough usage was to be deprecated, and 
was likely to cause the death of the animal. He thought 
perhaps Mr. Hurndall would have given them some 
experience of the artificial insemination of mares that 
they read so much about. It was very difficult to pick 
holes in such an able paper. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Wrace would like to add his testimony to the 
excellence of Mr. Hurndall’s paper, and to thank him 
personally for so kindly bringing the subject forward, 
and with so much ability. (Hear, hear). As to the 
diseases to which mares were subject during pregnancy, 
he was very sorry to read in that morning’s papers that 
the Prince of Wales had lost a very valuable animal in 
Thais, which was said to have died from inflammation 
of the bowels. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. WALKER bore testimony to the excellence of Mr. 
Hurndall’s paper, and wished he had given more infor 
mation as to the drugs he used. He agreed with Mr 
Owen that where assistance was necessary in cases of 
parturition the sooner it was rendered the better. It 
stood to reason that a change of pasture was always 
beneficial, and it must be especially so to growing stock, 
which could not have too good food, nor have a change 
too often. He did not think any pasture was in itself 
quite sufficient to grow strong and healthy foals such as 
were required for horse racing. (Hear, hear) They were 
considerably indebted to Mr. Hurndall for his paper, and 
he moved that the best thanks of the Association be 
tendered to him forit. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Burrers seconded, adding his own opinion that 
the paper was one which showed considerable ability 
and knowledge of the subject. Mr. Hurndall must have 
devoted a large amount of pains and trouble to the pre- 
se poe of his essay ; and he only regretted that they 

ad not a larger attendance to discuss it in a more 
thorough way.” (Hear, hear.) 

The vote having been carried with hearty acclamation, 

_Mr. HurnpaLt remarked that in acknowledging their 
kind vote he would take the opportunity of endeavour- 
ing toanswer some of the points raised by the gentlemen 
who had spoken. The subject of horse-breeding, and 
especially of the thoroughbred, was one which had had a 
fascination for him for many years. When he wrote the 
paper he purposely avoided introducing the names of any 
remedies, not that he wished his professional brethren to 
think he desired to keep the matter to himself, but be- 
cause those essays generally appeared in one or more of 
their recognised professional journals, which journals 
came into the hands of the laity, and he would not have 


been doing good service to the profession by making 
public suggestions which might have led men who had 
no knowledge of medicine to the use of certain remedies 
which perhaps might not have been at all proper under 
the conditions. (Hear, hear). The real object of his 
paper, so far as the laity were concerned, was to ep- 
deavour in an unostentatious manner to show them the 
importance of seeking, more than they did, the aid of the 
veterinary surgeon, particularly in the case of pregnant 
mares. The particular remedy he had found most use- 
ful, speaking generally, for pregnant mares, cows, and 
bitches, was pulsatilla, giving a course of it, according to 
the animal, prior to the period of parturition. From 
his own experience he could say it hid proved also 
eminently satisfactory in the human subject. That 
remedy seemed to have a specific effect on the uterus, 
In the case of mares and other large animals belonging 
to regular clients, where he was expected to attend 
during parturition, he generally gave a dose of ten drops 
in a little water and bran, night and morning, for a month 
‘beforehand. He had known cases where the pregnant 
animal had not been treated in that way in which the 
administration of the drug had absolutely given relief at 
the time in difficult parturition. He advocated it, how- 
ever, asa system of preparing the animal, and thus 
avoiding not only the laborious work sometimes involved 
in taking away the young, but also because they had the 
satisfaction of seeing their patient go through the 
physiological processes in an orderly manner. He had 
actually known cases where the foetus had not been in 
the proper position for being discharged, in which 
apparently—he could only say apparently—under the 
influence of that drug the foetus had assumed its proper 

osition and come away without any material assistance. 

e felt convinced in his own mind that a great many 
cases of mares that failed to stand to the horse after 
baving had a difficult time at parturition were due tc 
some studgroom or man in charge, to gain credit by try- 
ing to convince his employer that he could dispense with 
the services of a professional veterinarian, had been 
endeavouring to haul the foetus. They wanted to con 
vince their clients thacif they went in for the luxury of 
breeding they must also go in for the luxury of paying 
for professional assistance at such times. He believed 
the fact that sometimes after difficult parturition mares 
missed the next service was due to displacement of the 
uterus caused by the rough handling of ignorant fellows. 
It was well to show their employers that they were 
promulgating the application of science in their practice, 
and not merely relying upon manual exploration and 
manual assistance under every condition. He was n0 
believer in specifics, but he assured them that pulsatilla 
was a very powerful and reliable remedy. Every case 
must, however, be treated according to its own partic 
lar conditions. He was fully convinced that a pregnant 
mare, particularly a thoroughbred, was quite as suscep: 
tible of ills as a woman was, and wanted watching far 
more closely than they were watched at the present 
time. If aman wished to make a breeding establish- 
ment pay he must either be in a position to make 
observations for himself, orehe must pay someone else to 
make those observations for him. It would pay him " 
ask his veterinary adviser to look round periodically an 
advise as to the treatment of his mares during the — 
period of their pregn«ncy. Personally he was entirely 
adverse to racing two-year-olds, thinking three ye” 
quite early enough to put an animal to the severe test 0 
training. But the racing public demanded that “4 
should be run, those who owned thoroug: 
reds affirmed they could not afford to keep them ra 
they were three years old without making a ™ 
earn their living. Therefore they must aim at pr 
an article best fitted by its health and developmen 
stand that strain. (Applause). 
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A hearty vote of thanks to the outgoing President for 
his conduct during the year, and for taking the chair 
that day, moved by Mr. Walker, and seconded by Mr. 
Hurndall closed the meeting. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCTATION. 


The quarterly meeting of this Association was held at 
the Star and Garter Hotel, Wolverhampton, on Tuesday 
afternoon, November 8th. The President (Mr. H. J. 
Dawes, F.R.C.V.S.) occupied the chair, and there were 
also present: Dr. McCall, Glasgow ; Messrs. J. Bain- 
bridge, Wellingboro’; J. Blakeway, Birmingham; E. 
Beddard and W. Beddard, Wolverhampton ; Dr. Manley, 
and H. Collett, West Bromwich ; W. Carless, Statford ; 
W.S. Carless, Worcester ; A. B. Forsyth, Cannock ; W. 
Grasby, Daventry ; T. J. Merrick, Northampton ; H. E. 
Pemberton, Bridgnorth ; A. E. Paley, Walsall ; G. Smith, 
Tunstall ; R. C. Trigger, Newcastle ; G. Wartnaby, Bur- 
ton; and J. Malcolm, hon. sec. Visitors : Messrs. Martin, 
Wellington ; and R. C. Green, Dudley. 


APOLOGIES FOR NoN-ATTENDANCE. 


The Hon. Sec. announced the receipt of letters or 
telegrams of apology for non-attendance from the follow- 
ing members: Professors Axe, M‘Fadyean, Penberthy, 
and Pritchard, London ; Williams, Edinburgh ; Sir H. 
Simpson, Windsor; Messrs. Olver, Tamworth ; Blunt, 
Lutterworth ; Barling, Hereford ; Simpson, Maidenhead ; 
Brooks, Handsworth ; Gold, Redditch ; Barling, Ross ; 
Parks, Wellingboro’; Ludlow, Mansfield; Russell, 
Sandiacre; Barrett, Nuneaton; Spencer, Kettering ; 
Crowhurst, Stratford ; Reynolds, Daventry ; Wilson, 
Birmingham ; Cartwright, Wolverhampton ; Hodgkins, 
Hanley, ete. 

NOMINATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


The Hon. Sec. nominated for membership of the 
Association Mr. R. L. Green, of Dudley. 

Mr. Bepparp nominated Mr. Martin, of Wellington. 

These names will, in accordance with rule, be submit- 
ted for election at the next meeting of the Association. 


THE Propos—Ep GRANT TO THE MIDLAND. 
UNIVERSITY. 


A resolution upon the above subject stood upon the 
agenda in the name of Mr. F. J. Taylor, who, however, 
Wrote to state that an unforseen circumstance made it 
quite impossible for him to attend. He asked that the 
matter might be brought forward in his absence, and 
worded his resolution as follows: “That a sum of £25 

contributed towards the funds of the proposed uni- 
versity by the Midland Counties Veterinary Association 
for the encouragement of the educational movement now 
on foot, and as an incentive to the recognition of our 
profession on its educational board, either as an entirely 
independent veterinary department, or an agricultural 

partment under veterinary supervision.” 

¢ Hon. Szc. said that to put the matter in order, he 

1 objection to formally moving the resolution. 
said if the contribution were re- 

ration, » he would be very pleased to second the 
‘he Prestpent did not think they ought to take such 
aliberty in Mr, Taylor’s absence. dens 
h Hon. Sze, suggested that, as there was no particu- 
pb se “1 the matter, it might stand over till the next, 
. ‘9 when Mr. Taylor would probably be present. 
effoct RIGGER begged to move an amendment to that 


Mr. yp seconded the amendment, which was car- 


red nem, dis, 


A FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Mr. WARTNABY incidentally inquired what amount of 
money the Association had in hand. 

The Hon. TREASURER replied that they had at present 
a credit balance of £175 6s. 3d. He advised the mem- 
bers to be careful in their disbursements, as that was a 
small sum considering the numerous claims that were 
being made upon their funds. 


THE INTERNATIONAL CoNGRESS AT BADEN-BADEN. 


The PresipEnt asked the result of the inquiries which 
the Hon. Sec. was instructed at the last meeting to make 
into the proposal to send delegates to the International 
Veterinary Congress to be held at Baden-Baden next 
year. 

The Hon. SEc., in response, stated that he had ad- 
dressed certain question on the subject to Mr. A. C. 
Cope, of the Board of Agriculture, who had the matter in 
hand. That gentleman replied as foliows : 

October 19th, 1898. 
Dear Mr. 

I forward you a copy of my letter, which, I think, ex- 
plains what you want to know. Anyone can send a sub- 
scription, and whether he attend or not, he will get a 
copy of the proceedings sent to him. My idea, which 
has not yet been taken up in the manner it deserves, was 
that each Association might send a delegate, and pay, say 
his railway fare to Baden and back. They might also 
pay the subscription 12s., and keep the document for 
reference in the archives of the Society. I wonld sug- 
gest that you send your subscription direct to Dr. Lyd- 
ten, Chairman of the Committee of the Congress, Baden- 
Baden, and he will send you a receipt. If I can give 
you any further information, pray write to me’—Yours 
very faithfully, 

C. Cope. 

The PrestpENT: I will now move the resolution of 
which I gave notice at the last meeting, namely, “ That 
this Association send delegates to the International 
Veterinary Congress at Baden-Baden, and pay the 
necessary subscription and travelling expenses.” 

Mr. TRIGGER said he had great pleasure in seconding 
the resolution, because he thought it was essentially a 
case in which they would be spending money wisely and 
well. It need not be an extravagant sum, but it was 
time that an important Association like this should be 
represented at all great veterinary gatherings. 

The resolution having been carried unanimously, 

Mr. TRIGGER moved a further resolution to the effect 
that the Association’s delegates consist of the President 
and Hon. Sec. for the time being. 

Mr. Caress (Stafford) seconded. 

Mr. TricGer, before the resolution was put, obtained 
leave to amend it by adding words authorising the Presi- 
dent and Hon. Sec., if it was inconvenient for them to 
undertake the duty, to appoint deputies. 

Mr. Caress, as the seconder, having agreed to this, 
the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


Tue Vicror1A BENEVOLENT SOcrerTy. 


The Hon. Sec. reported the receipt of a letver from 
Mr. W. F. Barrett, Hon. Sec. of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Society, asking for further assistance, and 
also furnishing the Association with a copy of their bye- 
laws. Mr. Barrett, in the course of his communication, 
wrote : “£700 has already been received, but as there are 
some members of our profession who are urgently in 
want of help, it is to be hoped that each veterinary 
society will aid us in the good work, by contributing 
either a donation or an annual subscription.” 

The PrEsIDENT pointed out that they could not do 
anything at the present meeting, as a notice of motion 
was necessary before any money could be spent. To 
save time, therefore, he would move that the matter be 
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placed on the agenda for the next meeting, and that a 
sum of money be then granted, if deemed necessary. 

Mr. Bepparp seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


A Lerrer or RESIGNATION. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. A. Green, of 
Dudley, resigning his membership of the Association, 
and asking that his son might be elected in his stead. 
He (the Hon. Sec.) said they would be very pleased to 
welcome Mr. Green, Jun., amongst them, but not at the 
expense of his father. Mr. Green was an old member, 
and was highly esteemed by one and all. (Hear, hear.) 

The PRESIDENT said they could not afford to lose Mr. 
Green, and he moved that the resignation be not accep- 
ted until Mr. Green had again been communicated with. 

The Hon. TREASURER, in seconding, said he would 
communicate with Mr. Green, and endeavour to persuade 
him to change his mind. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to. 


PNEUMONIA IN THE HORSE AND ITS 
TREATMENT. 
By Prof. J. McI McCatt, Glasgow. 


This disease, on account of its widespread existence, 
frequent occurrence, serious after effects, and in some 
cases great mortality, is well worthy of our attention 
and consideration. Asa recognised disease of horses it 
has been commented upon and described since the 
earliest days and treated with a greater or lesser degree 
of success. 

In looking over some of the older works on veteri- 
nary science I find that Taplin, in his book entitled 
“The Gentleman’s Stable Directory or Modern System 
of Farriery, 1780,” gives a very fair and correct descrip- 
tion of this disease, and although his description and 
treatment may not appeal favourably to all of us, yet it 
undoubtedly was an advance in the right direction upon 
those of his predecessors. He says that coughs and 
colds which may end in pneumonia, if early discovered 
by an industrious servant, or an attentive master, gener- 
ally submit to immediate care and simple remedies, par- 
ticularly if proper respect is paid to the excellent maxim 
of “ Never letting alone till to-morrow what may be done 
to-day,” and the method of treatment he adopted was 
bleeding, followed in a few hours by a mash of bran and 
oats equal parts, with a sufficiency of boiling water and 
the addition of aniseed and liquorice powders of each 
one ounce and four ounces of ena Some two hours 
afterwards he prescribed nitre 3ii. in chilled drinking 
water. This was continued for a few days, and with 
good dressing and gentle exercise a cure was effected. 
On the other hand if the cold is suffered by penury or 
neglect to become obdurate then results accrue which no 
future assiduity can relieve, and confirmed cough, 
asthma, broken wind, or consumption supervene. 

In respect to these disorders Taplin says, “ We have 
the authority of a century past to prove that they are 
caused by ‘the impetuosity of the blood’s rushing into 
the lungs,’ or ‘in the air vessels,’ or ‘in blood vessels,’ or 
‘in tubercles,’ or ‘in ulcers,’ or ‘in too full feeding, ete.’” 
We are likewise told that they are in general incurable, 
and are then instructed to proceed with mercurial physic, 
alterative purges, cordial halls, balsam of Peru, sulphur, 
squills, tar, ete. ; one to be continued a week or ten 
days, another a fortnight, and a third for two months 
or longer, and finally, after having made this hopeful 
and expensive tour through almost all the materia medica 
to cure what is in general incurable, we may enjoy the 
pleasing sensation of knocking our horse on the head 
and most feelingly acknowledge the remedy worse than 
the disease. Taplin continues by saying, “I shall en- 
deavour to avoid this beaten track of duplicity and com- 


municate some instructions from the dictates of nature 
and reason who have been hitherto most infamously 
treated and most shamefully abandoned through every 
system of equestrian medical practice.” He thereafter 
proceeds to condemn and explode upon every possible 
occasion the old and slovenly method of giving medj- 
cines of almost every kind in drinks and advocates their 
incorporation in a mash or the contents of a ball where 
circumstances will permit. He says, “This plan gener. 
ally meets opposition from the vulcanian advocates for 
ancient practice who would as soon relinquish their 
leather aprons as their opinions. The prodigious and 
consequential ceremony of providing the ale, powders, 
twitch, horn, and apparatus with the additional pleasure 
of spilling half the contents are professional dignities 
not to be readily given up, more particularly the opera- 
tor’s privilege of drinking a part of the ale or strong 
beer to be perfectly convinced that it is not too stale for 
the purpose. He then states his reasons for objecting to 
the use of drinks which are waste incidental to the ad- 


/' ministration, the unnecessary sickness produced in the 


patient from the nauseous medicines given in the liquid 
form, etc., and he thereafter advocates repeated steam- 
ings of the head, early bleeding, and a stimulating 
drench first as he wishes a hasty action of the medicine, 
and this to be followed up by cordial, restorative, and 
expectorant balls, and attention to the general surround- 
— of the patient. 

Now, gentlemen, this may seem to you a digression, 
but when we consider the methods of treatment at 
present adopted we are bonnd to admit that Taplin 
was not so far wide of the mark after all. But to return 
to the subject proper of my paper. 

Pneumonia is the term given to the following patho- 
logical condition, namely, inflammation and_ its results 
in the air vesicles and connective tissues of the lungs. 
In the horse it is met with in two forms, the simple and 
the specific, each of which is worthy of consideration. 
Almost invariably in practice we see it in the simple 
form, but I am also convinced that occasionally it does 
exist as an undoubtedly specitic and contagious disease. 

In general the causation of pneumonia may be trac 
to exposure to cold associated with damp and draughty 
conditions when the animal has been over heated or 
exhausted from work, or in a debilitated state of health, 
mechanical irritation, as for example, the passage 0 
liquid accidentally into the trachea and lungs when 
giving a drench, or the piercing of the lung by a broken 
rib or foreign body as in the case of severe accidents, falls, 
etc. by road or field, the existence of other diseases in the 
lung setting up, by their presence and the irritation pro 
duced, a pneumonic condition ¢.g., glanders, tuberculosis, 
septic emboli, etc. The presence of a specific virus as 10 
equine contagious pleuro-pneumonia. 


SIMPLE PNEUMONIA. 


We will first consider the simple or non-infective form 
of pneumonia as exemplified in croupous or lobar pnel- 
monia. If the attendant is an observant person we W! 
probably be called in to see the horse in the initial stage 
of the disease and if so we will notice the following sy™P 
toms. The horse is dull, refuses his focd, and stands : 
in a loose box at rest with his head turned towards the 
door or a window where fresh air is entering the box, 
occasionally he is noticed to cough ina full and strong 
manner. Having turned up his sheet at the flank o 
notice that he is breathing much more frequently t “ 
normal, in fact he is blowing, the respirations in num 
being forty or more per minute as opposed to the oe 
ten ortwelve per minute. The nostrils are also — 
and the conjunctiva injected. The pulse, which we® 
take, numbers probably over sixty, or Fe 
minute, and is hard and full ; occasionally the ve 
shivers and his coat isstaring. The temperature s a 
taken and it may register from 105° to 107 F, or 
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108 F. Auscultation reveals an exaggerated respira- 
tory murmur with a certain amount of roughness or 
crepitation. This is heard all over the chest and more 
especially at the apices and base of the lungs. 

We can now diagnose our case as pneumonia in the 
early or congested stage. The next question we ask 
ourselves is what pathological conditions are in existence 
in the lung tissue, and what can we do to relieve these ? 
The pathological conditions are the sag g The 
small capillaries in the lung are engorged with blood 
giving the substance of the lung a red colour and a 
firmer feel, but not a solid feel, and if the horse died at 
this stage and we were to cut out a portion of the lung 
it would not sink in water. On section the surface 
would be bright arterial in colour, due to retardation of 
the blood flow, in consequence of which the blood is 
longer in contact with the air which still freely entered 
the air cells before death. The lung tissue is also cede- 
matous, and on pressure a bright red or watery fluid 
would be forced out mixed with air. Under the micros- 
cope we would see the capillary network distinctly 
marked out and the vessels filled with corpuscles, while 
the epithelial cells lining the air vesicles are swollen and 
some of them broke: away. In order to relieve these 
conditions our treatment would aim at withdrawing 
blood from the congested vessels, stimulating the circu- 
lation and relieving the arterial tension. To arrive at 
this our first and most important duty is to improve 
the hygienic c-ndition of the patient. This can be done 
by putting him in a large comfortable well-ventilated 
loose box, clothing his body suitably and bandaging his 
legs after having first applied well directed friction. 
We would next apply counter-irritation in the form of 
a mustard plaster to each side using in all about one 
pound of mustard madeinto a thick paste with a little 
water and well rubbed in for quite ten minutes begin- 
ning for our own comfort at the highest part of the 
chest and working gradually downwards. This is better 
applied to both sides simultaneously. Having completed 
the application we next put over the mustard paste a 
thick sheet of brown paper in order to prevent as much 
the the volatile oil and also to save 

€ clothing which is then put on. 

_ Medicinally we would administer febrifuge medicine 
in some of its forms, the one I favour being: 

R Liq. ammon. acet. 3ii. 

— 

a i. 
‘One drench, to be repeated every four hours until the 
fever subsides. The mustard plaster should be left on 
fortwo hours and thereafter removed by washing off 
with luke warm water, drying the parts thoroughly and 
applying in the form of a body sweater a toasted flannel 
sheet with an ordinary canvas sweater on the top. In 
the great majority of cases caught in the early or con- 
pe stage of pneumonia this suffices, and within 24 
ours the temperature is reduced to the normal and the 
= only requires a few days care to ‘become all 
B. patios that in order to arrive at the same clinical 
i the aiegtien of bleeding is recommended, and I 
0 that this method of treatment would be 
7 ty valuable and attain satisfactory results if applied in 
ne similar to the one uoted. I contend that the 
= of the mustar | will relieve the congested 
eden lon of the Jung capillaries by stimulating the 
eous and thus raising the external tem- 
body, thereby withdrawing blood from the 
medicine has a similar effect and it 
to ica _ the action of the heart and assists it 
in the ie lood onwards through the congested vessels 


If the remedies we have applied in the early stage 


are unsuccessful in relieving the existing conditions or if 
we have not been caHed in to see the patient until the 
early stage has passed off—and that is not a stage of 
long duration, probably from 24 to 36 hours in all—we 
are aware then the second stage or the stage of consolida- 
tion sets in. During this stage the prominent symptoms 
are increased difficulty in respiration, signified by 
abdominal breathing of a marked nature, greater dila- 
tion of the nostrils and in the worst cases arching of the 
back with an out and in movement of the anus synchron- 
ous, with the respirations, and also a straddling of the 
fore limbs to increase the transverse diameter of the 
chest and facilitate its movements. The pulse is now 
smaller and weaker, and as the consolidation gets more 
widely spread the horse’s limbs are scarcely able to 
support him and as day succeeds day, if this stage is not 
followed by the third or resolution then death results 


either from suffocation, the result of widespread con- . 


solidation or from complications such as dropsy of 
the chest, suppuration, gangrene. etc. The tempera- 
ture during the consolidated stage is always elevated and 
fluctuates not a little, generally averaging about 104 F., 
but varying from 103° to 106°. 

Auscultation and percussion are of much value to us 
during this stage and enable us to arrive at usually a 
very correct diagnosis. I do not mean percussion with 
the aid of the pleximeter and the plescor, but percussion 
with the middle finger of the left hand applied firmly to 
the chest wall, and taking the place of the pleximeter 
and the fleshy portion of the point uf the middle finger 
of the right hand acting as the plescor. My belief is 
that percussion is not nearly sufficiently taken advantage 
of by the veterinary surgeon and I have been frequently 
able to demonstrate clearly and unmistakably to 
listeners and to myself the area and extent of a consoli- 
dated portion of lung if the consolidation implicated the 
surface. 

Auscultation enables us to make out in the consoli- 
dated portion of lung a tubular or blowing sound not un- 
like what is heard when air is passing through a _ pipe. 
It is due to the consolidated lung tissue which is a good 
conductor, bringing the sound of the air, which is rush- 
ing out and in to the bronchial tubes direct, to the ear 
because at this time the air cannot reach the air cells 
owing to their packed condition. This tubular sound is 
only absent when the bronchial tubes themselves are 
also blocked. At the junction of the consolidated por- 
tion of lung and that which is still pervious to air we 
hear a roughened respiratory murmur. We next ask 
ourselves what are the pathological lesions in the stage 
of consolidation and how are we to relieve them? This 
stage usually lasts for several days and is subdivided 
into red hepatisation and grey hepatisation. In the 
former the lung is solid and sinks in water. The air 
vesicles in the affected portion are filled with a coagu- 
lated fibrinous effusion which first appears in the lower 
lobes owing to the effusion being poured out in the 
fluid state and consequently gravitating and becoming 
solid. The lung is heavier, the superficial vessels of the 
pleura are injected and sometimes fibrinous lymph is 
thrown out (pleurisy). When handled the lung is firm 
and friable, and on section it is tough and elastic, but 
cuts easily leaving a surface like red granite. Under the 
microscope we would see the air cells filled -vith a 
delicate looking film through which the light is trans- 
mitted and enables us tu observe a meshwork of fibrin 
attached to the walls of the air vesicle and in its meshes 
numerous cells composed of red blood corpuscles, white 
blood corpuscles, and detached epithelial cells. These 
blood cells having evidently passed out through the 
walls of the capillaries, whilst the others are derived 
from the active proliferation of the existing epithelial 


cells. 
In grey hepatisation, which is really an advanced 


| | 
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stage of the red, the lung is seen to be of a yellow or 
reddish grey colour and sinks in water, whilst well-mark- 
ed pleurisy frequently is present. ; 

Sisenceniealy it differs from the red in the fact that 
the air vesicles are not completely filled with the exuda- 
tion, and the light is not transmitted through the film, 
whilst a number of the cells have undergone degenera- 
tion, and are breaking down preparatory to the stage of 
resolution. : 

In order to relieve these conditions all we can do is to 
keep up the horse’s strength as much as possible whilst 
the disease is running its recognised course and try to 
limit the spread of the consolidation. For this purpose 
we apply counter-irritants and stimulants to the chest, 
and if pleurisy supervene, hot fomentations to soothe the 

1in. The fomentations should be changed at regular 
intervals and never allowed to get cold during their appli- 
cation, and it is important when changing to prevent 
chill, and when finished to dry the parts as thoroughly 
as possible and apply locally a stimulant to the skin iy 
the form of a thin cream of mustard and water ora littl 
stimulating liniment. 

Good nursing during this stage is of immense impor- 
tance. The horse who, during the early stage was per- 
haps taking a little food, now almost entirely refuses to 
touch it and requires to be coaxed to eat with small 
slices of carrot, a handful of oats, a piece of turnip, bar- 
ley gruels, and in fact anything nourishing the atten- 
dant can think of. However, there is one food which he 
seldom refuses, and I have seen the patient eat this 
when he would look at nothing else, namely, a little 
freshly cut grass. If this is in season and we can get it, 
there is better. 

The medicinal treatment consists of stimulating and 
tonic drinks of which the following proves useful : 

kk Ammon. carb. diss. 
Spt. chloroformi 3i. 
Tr. Gentiani 38s. 
Aque. a. Oi. 

This can be repeated at intervals of a few hours. If 
the case progresses satisfactorily then in a few days the 
temperature is noticed to fall to 100 F. or thereabouts, 
and the stage of resolution sets in. 

In this stage the symptoms are much less distress in 
breathing, although the lift is still visible, also the horse 
begins to feed better and becomes less anxious Icoking 
and more noticing. He occasionally lies down for a 
short time, and is discharging more freely from the nos 
trils, the discharge being of a yellowish grey character. 

_On auscultation we hear the respiratory murmur be- 
ginning to return to the various parts of the lung from 
which it was previously absent, and every day this re- 
turn is more noticeable and the breathing consequently 
less laboured until eventually the sound is heard over 
the whole area of lung tissue. The pulse is aiso fuller 
and stronger, and the horse lies regularly. 

If unfortunately a relapse occur and the horse die, 
then on post mortem the following pathological lesions 
can be seen. The exudate in the air cells has begun to 
liquefy and is converted by fatty degeneration into an 
emulsion-like mixture of minute oil globules and albu- 
minous debris. 

This, had the horse lived, would have been easily 
absorbed and removed by the surrounding capillaries 
and lymphatics and would have allowed the lung to re- 
gain its vesicular character. 

Microscopically in the stage of resolution we see fatty 
granules and degenerated cells in the air vesicles with 
the surrounding vessels swollen and containing numerous 
corpuscles, and new epithelial cells covering the capil- 
lary network and replacing the shed ones. 

_ In order to assist nature in the stage of resolution the 
indications are to liquefy the exudation, increase the 
expectorating power of the bronchi and assist the absorp- 


tive power of the blood vessels and lymphatics. 


For this purpose we prescribe stimulants such as car. 
bonate of ammonia given along with iodide of potash 
and water, alternating this with nux. vomica, bicaibop- 
ate of soda and gentian in order to improve the appetite 
and aid digestion. The food should be given in small 
quantities at short intervals and be frequently changed 
in character, and when the horse is sufficiently recovered 
gentle exercise in a covered place, or outside if the days 
not too cold, assists the convalescence. 

One point, however, is of the greatest importance, 
namely, not to put the horse back to his work in too 
great a hurry, and even when fit to return to it he must, 
at any rate for some weeks be wrought with great care 
and consideration. 

The complications which most frequently bring about 
a fatal termination in pneumonia are abscess formation, 
gangrene, and septicemia. Abscess formation occurs 
when the inflammatory conditions are very acute, but is 
of comparatively rare occurrence in the horse, much more 
frequently gangrene is the cause. It is brought about 
when the blo supply is rapidly and completely cut off 
by the great amount of effusion into the air cavities, or 
when a septic condition is associated with the pneu- 
monia. This can be recognised during life by the fwtid 
odour and greenish discharge from the nostrils, and after 
death by the characteristic sloughy appearance and 
offensive smell. 


EquIneE ContTaAGIous PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 


This is described as an infective inflammaticn of the 
lungs, in the course of which the pleura and large organs 
of the body, such as the heart and kidneys, participate in 
the morbid process. Up to the present time bacteriologists 
have not, with certainty, identified the infective matter. 
The disease occurs enzootically principally in places where 
large numbers of horses are kept, and frequently about 
one-third of the stud become the victims of it. The 
i sears. causes are over-exertion, chill catarrh, and 

adly ventilated stables. It is said that the contagium 
can be directly transmitted from animal to animal by the 
respired air, also by intermediate bearers such as human 
beings, especially veterinary surgeons and grooms, 
healthy horses, dung, clothes, forage, strange stables, 
and even dogs. Convalescent horses are particularly 
dangerous because they can carry about in their bodies 
the infectious matter for weeks in the form of (dead lung 
deposits.) The course of the disease is generally most 
rapid at the commencement of an outbreak, only a few 
days elapse between the first and the last horse becoming 
affected. 

On an average the epizootic disappears five or Six 
weeks after the occurrence of the last case, provided no 
fresh case be introduced, but there is always the risk of 
one or more of the affected horses during convalescence 
having a necrotic portion of lung tissue ‘which may prove 
a source of subsequent infection when any new horses 
are admitted. 

The mode of entrance of the contagium is most fre- 
quently the lungs, but infection may also take place 
from the alimentary canal. The period of incubation 
varies from five to ten days. 

I will now give youa short history of the only un- 
doubted outbreak ‘of equine contagious pleuro-pner 
monia which has come under my notice during 4 Pr 
tice of several years. A batch of ten draught horses 
were bought by a client from a dealer, in whose qe 
ion they had been for some little time, during which lof 
were exposed for sale in the open market. geen 
the horses were noticed to be coughing, but = 4 
serious was apprehended further than that the 
was an ordinary cold. All the horses were put ml)” 
large stable in neighbouring stalls. Next or ‘a 
were sent away to neighbouring towns. Shortly . 
wards one of the remaining eight was noticed . The 
well, and my attention was at once drawn tol! 
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symptoms shown were sore throat, with a high tempera- 
ture and a rapid pulse, no inclination for food, and ex- 
treme dullness. Next day the lungs were found to be 
congested, the horse was weak on his legs, had occas- 
ional rigors, a higher temperature, and would not look 
at food of any kind. On the following day hepatisation 
of the lung could be demonstrated, and this gradually 
spread until a considerable portion of the lung was in- 
volved, and the friction sound of pleurisy could also be 
detected. These conditions continued in evidence for a 
few days, and were followed by pericarditis, and upon 
the eleventh day dropsy of the chest was diagnosed, and 
the horse died. The symptoms during this attack re- 
sembled those of ordinary oe pneumonia, the main 
differences being the very high temperature (105 —107) 
the peculiarly weak pulse, palpitation of the heart, rapid 
emaciation, and great debility which preceded death. 
To begin with this was a very large powerful horse in 
splendid condition, but in a few days he was a shadow of 
his former greatness. 

The morning after the first horse took ill a second of 
the eight showed similar symptoms, and died on the 
sixth day afterwards. During the same day a third horse 
turned ill, showing the following symptoms : temp. 108, 
lungs congested ; pulse small, rapid, and weak, total loss 
of appetite, tottering on his legs, great prostration and 
sudden death on the third day. Next daya fourth horse 
was suddenly seized with illness, and he, showing similar 
symptoms, died in four days. 

Of the remaining horses one of the two which were sent 
to neighbouring towns never had an hour’s illness, but 
the other one on the very morning after his arrival was 
noticed to be ill, and died some four days afterwards. 
Another of the horses which I had under my care after a 
severe illness, with great weakness, during which he 
suffered from pneumonia of both lungs, pleurisy, and a 
limited hydrothorax, eventually recovered, but the con- 
valescence was very tedious, and at the present time, 
though still in the possession of the firm and working 
daily, he has a weak condition of the back and a peculiar 
gait. The remaining four horses all continued in a state 
of health. 

[made a post-mortem examination of all the horses 
that died with the exception of the one which took 
ill and died in the neighbouring town, but the veterinary 
surgeon who was in attendance on him informed me 
that the symptoms during life, and the post-mortem 
appearances were identical to those I am describing. 
a post-mortem of the horse which died after six days 
— revealed pneumonia, pleurisy, hemorrhages on 
a of the lung and pleura, epicarditis and peri- 
Par post-mortem of the horse which died after 
Fe days illness, revealed pneumonia and dropsy of the 
Pes autopsy of the horse which died after four days’ 

hess, revealed pneumonia, pleurisy, dropsy of the chest, 
senchitia, acute tracheitis, pericarditis with effusion into 

* pericardial sac, and epicarditis. 
died aaa sy of the horse which was first attacked and 
be atter eleven days illness, showed dropsy of the chest, 

umonia, pleurisy, pericarditis, and nephritis. 
P wo will not permit of my entering into the details 

- 7 reatment of equine contagious pleuro-pneumonia, 
be cr sure |p will agree when I say that the history, 

fo 8, and post-mortem appearances of these cases | 

tamnationed to you, scarcely permit of any doubt as 

z esa of the diagnosis, that it was an outbreak 
had pleuro-pneumonia with which I 
stud became j seenately none of the other horses in the 
found in the a ected, and perhaps the reason may be 
that when suspicions were aroused, the 
occupied ve at once isolated, and the stalls they had 
re carefully cleansed and disinfected, and 


every precaution taken to prevent the further spread of 
the disease. 


DIscussIon. 


M. MALcouM, in obedience to the command of the 
President, opened the discussion; first assuring 
Professor McCall of their indebtedness to him for 
reading them such an able and interesting paper. A 

int which struck him very much was that Professor 
McCall recommended mustard. Now there were a good 
many members of the profession, who, in preference to 
mustard, applied hot fomentations, and Professor 
Williams, in a letter regretting his inability to attend 
this meeting, mentioned that he had special views on the 
question, and he preferred hot fomentations. Personally, 
he (Mr. Malcolm) used to rely on hot fomentations, but, 
of late years, he had used mustard—at any rate in the 
early stages of the complaint. Mustard gave less trouble, 
and produced equally beneficial results. But if once pneu- 
monia was fully established, counter irritants were of 
little advantage. There was one point which the 
essayist had not referred to which seemed an important 
one to the ordinary practitioner, and that was the length 
of the incubative period in cases of infectious pneu- 
monia. A man might buy a horse, which, in less than a 
week, might develop contagious pneumonia. In that 
case, it would be a point whether the purchaser had any 
claim against the vendor, because if the period of incu- 
bation was, say 8 or 10 days, the animal must obviously 
have been affected at the time of the sale, although a 
most careful examination might fail to reveal the fact. 
Some years ago, he hada serious outbreak of contagious 
pneumonia, under precisely similar circumstances, and 
when the horse which introduced the disease into the 
stable was bought, it betrayed no symptoms whatever of 
the ailment, which, however, must have been present in 
its system. The incubative period, in his experience, 
ranged from seven to ten days, which was longer than 
in influenza or pink-eye. He thought that many cases 
of contagious pneumonia were wrongly described as 
influenza. He rather wished the essayist had differenti- 
ated between the symptoms of those and kindred diseases. 
There was another point raised in the paper with which 
he was not in entire accord, and that was as to the spread 
of contagious pneumonia. He thought influenza was 
much more liable to spread than contagious pneumonia. 
In the outbreak he had alluded to, there was a horse- 
shoe stable with six compartments, and each compart- 
ment contained six horses. All the contagious pneu- 
monia was confined to three of the stables, but that was 
not his experience with ordinary influenza, for if the 
horses in one stable were affected those in contiguous 
were generally affected also. 

Mr. Bepparp said there were some points in the 
paper upon which he differed with the author, and par- 
ticularly with regard to the mustard treatment. He (the 
speaker) did not believe in mustard, on the ground that 
in the majority of cases it irritated the patient and did 
more harm than good. He most certainly believed in 
hot fomentations. If they were treating a sensitive, 
nervous animal, mustard upset him, and left him in a more 
reduced condition than when they commenced. If hot 
fomentations were properly applied, he believed they 
were the best form of treatment, but the chief was to see 
that it was properly carried out. He himself had a pack 
which he purchased through an advertisement in the 
papers, and it answered his purpose very well indeed, 
covering the whole surface of the lungs from the spine 
downwards. By that means he could reduce the tem- 
perature of the animal, which became quieter and more 
subdued, and the breathing easier than when mustard 
was applied. There was one point to which the essayist 
did not allude, and that was the necessity for fresh air. 


— 

| 

| 

| 
ly un- 
pneu- 
prac- 
horses 
1 they 
ral of 
thing 


348 THE VETERINARY RECORD _ December to, 189% 


He believed that the patient derived more benefit from 
fresh air than from anything else. Never mind what 
the weather was, clothe the body well, and keep the 
extremities warm, but above all things let the animal 
have fresh air. With regard to the internal treatment, 
there was no doubt that stimulants were the best things 
to be given. He should like to know whether Professor 
McCall attached much importance to the temperature of 
the patient. 

Mr. SmitH agreed to a great extent with the views 
expressed by the previous speaker. He believed in mix- 
ing the two remedies, that was mustard and hot fomen- 
tations, and then he put a water-proof covering over the 
patient to keep the steam in. A great necessity in_ the 
treatment of pneumonia was careful nursing, without 
which he was afraid they would meet with small 
success. 

Mr. Jones contended that there was a great deal in 
what Mr. Beddard had said. If a practitioner had a 
well bred horse to deal with, and he put a lot of mustard 
on him, the irritation would most likely do him har#f 
instead of good, He himself usually mixed a little 
mustard with a good deal of linseed meal, and applied 
that to the patient. Don’t make it too strong, and then 
cover the animal up with a warm rug. A good circu- 
lation was thus ensured, without irritating the skia and 
producing an amount of nervous excitement which he 
could not help thinking was prejudicial to the patient’s 
recovery. If it was a prolonged case, he would use 
belladonna or nux vomica. He also had indiarubber 
bags filled with hot water and hung over the patient’s 
back, and the effect was better than mustard, irritation 
being altogether prevented. The bags could be re-filled 
as often as necessary. 

Mr. WartNaBy said he agreed with those practi- 
tioners who favoured the application of mustard in the 
first stages of pneumonia. There was no doubt that 
both hot fomentations and mustard were grand remedies, 
but if the mustard could be got on soon enough he 
thought the best results would be obtained. He had 
before now been very much astonished at the fall in the 
temperature in a comparatively short space of time. He 
had known a horse, showing all the symptoms of an 
attack with a temperature as high as 107, and on the 
application of counter irritants, it had dropped in 24 
hours to practically normal. The Professor had sugges- 
ted that the mustard should be washed off after a igiven 
time, but was that absolutely necessary? He (the 
speaker) never did it himself, and had noticed no ill 
results in consequence. Qn the contrary, he should 
have thought that washing off the mustard would have a 
tendency to open the pores of the skin and make the 
patient more susceptible to catching cold than he might 
otherwise be. The Professor had alluded to bleeding. 
Well, he (the speaker) had seen bleeding do what he 
considered a vast amount of good. The practice had now 

passed out of fashion, and he was personally inclined to 
think that bleeding was as much neglected to-day as it 
had been abused in times gone by. With regard to the 
method of administering medicine in cases of pneu- 
monia, he must say that he fought very shy of drenching. 
He preferred to give medicine in the shape of balls, and 
especially when pneumonia had supervened upon in- 
fluenza or sore throat. Hygiene was no doubt another 
important factor in the treatment of a disease of this 
character, many patients being handicapped in their 
recovery by unfavourable surroundings. On a farm, for 
instance, there would most likely be a stinking manure 
heap outside the stable door, and a too close proximity 
to decomposing vegetable matter was hardly likely to en- 
hance the chances of recovery. He was a strong advo- 
cate of the advantages to be derived from fresh air, but 
with the important proviso that the animal was well 
clothed. The extremities should be kept warm, and he 
believed in bandaging the legs, whilst a little mustard 


might be rubbed in with advantage. He had beep 
highly interested in the remarks of Professor McCall oy 
the subject of contagious pneumonia, but up to now he 
had not had any me onal experience of it himself, and 
he could not say that he wanted any. 

Mr. Grassy said that he had noticed in the early 
stages of the disease a yellow discharge, almost like gum, 
With regard to the external treatment, he must say that 
he favoured mustard—mustard liberally applied, and 
not washed off. He bandaged the legs after smearing 
them well several times with mustard and water. Inthe 
important matter of hygiene, they had no doubt many 
difficulties to contend with. He had the place kept as 
sweet as ee by using sanitas, or some other disip- 
fectant of a similar character. In covering up an 
animal, he thought sufficient attention was not always 
paid to the condition of the cloth. It should always be 
acre me | dry, and to ensure that he insisted on it being 

eld in front of the fire some time before use. He did 
not believe in draughts when administering medicine 
internally, but used balls or capsules, and repeated them 
about every two hours during the bad stages. He had 
found much good result from a liberal supply of whisky. 
He usually stopped water altogether, and gave the 
patient whisky and milk, which proved a splendid 
stimulant. With regard to the irritation set up by the 
mustard, he made it a rule to give the horse a dose of 
chloral ina ball, before applying the mustard, and he 
thought it allayed much of the pain whilst the mustard 
was acting. 

Mr. PEMBERTON said that he had listened with great 
interest both to the paper and the discussion, and he 
was on the side of those speakers who objected to mus- 
tard. He did not believe in mustard at all, and he 
found much greater benefit from hot fomentations. The 
latter course seemed to afford almost immediate relief, 
and the heavy breathing quickly subsided. In cases 0 
inflammation of the lungs in cattle, when he failed to 
get quick results from hot water, he found a little tur 
pentine sprinkled on flannel an advantage. He recog: 
nised the value of stimulants, but he gave them ina 
drench ; he did not believe much in balls. 

Mr. TRIGGER thought that neglect in the early stages 
of the disease was often the reason for a veterinary sur- 
geon being called in at all. The stableman would report 
to the owner at night that the horse was unwell, 
and that it had a chill, whereupon the owner ordered 
a “red drink,” or some other coloured drink, and awaited 
events. It genererally happened that the horse was n0 
better in the morning—probably worse—and the veter- 
inary surgeon was called in. When the owner hada 
cold himself did he do that? Nota bit of it. He took 
a glass of hot grog, got into a warm bed, and was most 
likely better in the morning. Let him treat his horse 10 
the same rational way, and the véterinary surgeol 
would not be required so frequently. The efficacy of 
mustard had been much discussed, but he must say that 
he himself once discarded the use of mustard and adop- 
ted Professor Williams’ method of treatment, and he 
had now gone back to mustard again, believing it to 
the best thing. Still, he was at issue with Professor Me 
Call on another point, because he (the speaker) did not 
like drenching in cases of pneumonia. He agreed oar 
stimulant was desirable, but as a matter of experience, e 
would say that if the patient was given favourable 
hygienic conditions, a good nurse, and warm elothins 
nature might be trusted to play an important part <" ‘ 
recovery. In cases of contagious pneumoria, he ‘ ‘ 
generally been able to trace the outbreak to sep 
influences. 

Mr. W. Car ess (Stafford) said that the discussion 
turned principally upon the respective merits 0 -_ a 
and hot fomentations. Well, he was one of thos? Mini. 
titioners who used neither. He preferred to apply a dit 
ment of paraffin oil to the breast, neck and throat, * 
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allayed the temperature and brightened the horse up 
considerably. Mustard was a very great irritant, and 
often upset a sensitive horse, so that the practitioner was 
at a loss, the next day, to see what progress the patient 
had made. Pneumonia, he thought, was generally trace- 
able to influenza or catarrhal cold. The mode of giving 
medicine in cases of pneumonia had been discussed, and 
to give a patient a pint of fluid was a thing he should 
not attempt to do himself. He would not hesitate to 
gargle or give small quantities of fluid, but he never 
allowed a servant to do so, as he preferred to do it him- 
self. Much good might be done by entrusting a ther- 
mometer to an intelligent man and get him to take a 
horse’s temperature, say night and morning. By that 
means they might arrest a disease which would otherwise 
probably affect the whole stable. 

Mr. W. S. Carvess (Worcester) had nothing to add to 
the discussion, but he would like to know the highest 
temperature a horse had shown in pneumonia, and at the 
same time recovered. 

Mr. Patey said he wasa strong advocate of salines 
in water for allaying the temperature, and particularly 
Epsom salts. He was opposed to drenching in all cases 
of coughs and colds. He got good results from applying 
mustard in the quantity stated by Prof. McCall, and 
he mixed his with vinegar. He used a cloth similar to 
the one described by the essayist. 

Mr. Forsyru agreed with those members who held the 
opinion that septic influences had much to do with the 
origin of the disease. He was a great believer in hot 
fomentations, and he gave stimulants afterwards. 

Mr. BAINBRIDGE said that he used either mustard or 
hot fomentations according tv circumstances, and there 
was no doubt that both were very good things. The ob- 
jection to balls was, in his opinion, that they could not 
always get a man competent to give them. 

The PrEsIDENT said that before calling upon Professor 
McVall to reply to the discussion, he wished to say how 
delighted the members of the Association had been to 
have him amongst them and give them such an interest- 
ing paper. He hoped this would not be his last visit by 
any means. 

Prof. McCatt then replied to the discussion, which, 
he said, had been principally upon the question as to 
whether mustard or hot fomentation was advisable. He 
favoured mustard. The greatest objection that had been 
raised to it was that it caused much irritation, and that 
was the very reason why he wanted to use it. In congestion 
of the lungs the animal was very dull, and the applica- 
tion of a stimulant to the skin excited him. It also 
stimulated the heart’s action, and so improved the circula- 
tion, and that was just where the value of mustard came 
in. There had been several references to the tempera- 
ture, and only last week he took a temperature which 
was 108, and the heart’s action was very bad. He used 
mustard and the next morning the temperature had 
—— to 1023. The following day it was normal, and 

fon patient had not looked back. The advocate of hot 
er a would tell you that it relieved the pain, 

o ted the nerves and made the patient comfortable, 
prety case of congestion of the lungs, he (the speaker) 
a ~ lage course of treatment had a tendency to 
complaint. Mustard would have an 
best i. ect, and he put it forward forcibly as the 
pene aes of treatment. At the same time, when 
the patient suffered a lot of 
with advan e — d say that hot fomentations might 
of the w tage resorted to. Mention had been made 
not thi ~ lng off of the mustard afterwards, but he did 
surface wii If there was much on the 

e would tak id not come off by ordinary means, 
cleanse th € a little warm water, just sufficient to 
animal up . ee and then dry it and cover the 

apack. The great thing was to prevent 


a chill. Fresh air was undoubtedly of the greatest 
assistance, but the animal should not be placed in a 
draught and care should also be taken to bring the hy- 
gienic surroundings up to the highest possible standard. 
He had not much to say as to the method of giving the 
medicine, about which there appeared to be no Tittle 
difference of opinion, he thought that, carefully adminis- 
tered, a patient would take his medicine better out of a 
bottle than in any more concentrated form. A question 
had been asked as to the difference between contagious 
pneumonia and influenza, and he would say that in in- 
fluenza, if there was not pink-eye, almost invariably 
there wasa tendency to stiffness in the movements, and 
the pulse, which was a most important diagnostic symp- 
tom. As to the length of the incubative period, it was a 
difficult matter to speak definitely upon, but he should 
say it was from five to ten days. He concluded his re- 
marks by thanking the meeting for the kind reception 
that had been accorded him. 


Votes or THANKS. 


Mr. BLAKEwAy said he had a pleasant duty to per- 
form, and that was to propose a hearty vote of thanks 
to Professor McCall for coming all the way from Scot- 
land to give them such an interesting and practical paper. 
They had had the pleasure on previous occasions of | hear- 
ing Prof. McCall’s father address them, and now the son 
had also proved himself to be a past master in the prac- 
tice of veterinary science. He regretted that Professor 
Williams was not present to have taken part in the dis- 
cussion, because a passage of arms between two such 
distinguished men upon points in which he believed they 
were at variance would certainly have interested and 
benefitted their hearers. (App.) 

The Hon. Sxc., in seconding, described Professor Mc- 
re as a clever and worthy son of a clear and worthy 

ather. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation, and 
Prof. McC att briefly and suitably responded. 

A similar compliment was (upon the motion of Mr. 
Bainbridge, seconded by Mr. Wartnaby) bestowed upon 
the president for his services in the chair. 

This was gracefully acknowledged by the President, 
and the proceedings concluded. ; 

Tea was, as usual, partaken of before the members 


separated. 
JoHN Hon. Sec. 


THE NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
AND MUTUAL DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


The annual general meeting of the above Society was 
held at the Grand Hotel, Aytown Street, Manchester, on 
Thursday, December 1st, 1898, Geo. Morgan, Esq., presi- 
dent, in the chair. Present : Messrs. J. McKinna, W. A. 
Taylor, W. Woods, E. Faulkner, A. Lawson, A. W. 
Mason, J. E. Scriven, T. Hopkin, J.E. Kitchen, J. H. Car- 
ter, Clarkson, J. B. Wolstenholme, and the Secretary. 
Minutes of the last annual meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 
Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Prof. W. Williams, Messrs. J. S. Hurndall, F. Hob- 
day, C. Hartley, H. Howse, A. L. Butters, A. Armstrong, 
and W. Carless, of Stafford. ; 
The PRESIDENT then addressed the meeting, he con- 
ratulated the members on the continued success of the 
ociety, now entering upon its 34th year, and during its 
existence it had met all demands fairly and honestly 

resented, and is now left with a substantial balance in 
ond thanks to the careful manner in which its business 
has been conducted. 
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If there is one thing that surprises memore than another 
it is the gross ignorance displayed by certain members of 
the veterinary profession with regard to this Society, and 
will persist in calling it the Manchester Society, as if it 
were only a local affair of little or no importance, where- 
as its full title of the National Veterinary Benevolent 
and Mutual Defence Society is surely long enough and 
plain enough to be understood. While our balance at 
the bank and investments shows us to be in a sound 
financial position. 

Snch being the case it was rather a surprise to me the 
starting of the Jubilee Fund with new officers and new 
machinery in order to distribute what can never be any 
large amount. Imitation is said to be the greatest com- 
pliment a man or a society can receive, and in this re- 
spect we ought to be proud, only I cannot excuse them 
from pilfering a good share of our name without ever 
saying “by your leave,” and afterwards have the cool 
audacity to ask for a donation from our funds. 

When the Society was started the subscription was 
21s. per annum, since then it has been reduced one half, 
which has been found so far ample to keep it going. 
don’t want to propose a smaller sum, but I should like to 
see an attempt made to federate the whole of the veter- 
inary medical societies, 20 in number, with this Society, 
each contributing a guaranteed sum to our funds annu- 
ally by which the whole of their members would be en- 
titled to benefits to be derived from this. I would sug- 
gest a sum of £5 for every twenty members, and that 
each society should be represented on the Council, and 
should be authorised to deal with local c..ses in the first 
instance, or something to this effect. 

The SECRETARY said it was his pleasing duty to once 
more present an account of the Society’s proceedings 
during the last twelve months. Notwithstanding the 
adverse criticism it has received in the press and other- 
wise from persons in high position, it is quietly and 
consistently doing its good work. True we have had but 

little calls upon its reserves this year, but we are ever 
ready and willing to help our professional brother in 
distress whenever called upon, without letting all the 
world know. 

As you are aware our rules now allow us to grant 
assistance from our benevolent fund to members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons who are deservedly 
in need of it, even if not members of our Society, also to 
their widows and children, so far we have had no such 
claim in our expences. 

Your Council have met twice during the year and had 
several cases before them, to all of which they have 
given their united support. One case was arranged by 
consent, another won with costs. They had also finally 
accepted Mr. Whittle’s resignation as trustee, and ap- 
a Mr. A. W. Mason, of Leeds, to fill the vacancy. 

he deeds and all securities have been in the hands of 
Messrs. Cobbier, solicitors, of Manchester, who arranged 

the transfer of the Trust funds etc. from Messrs. 
Whittle, Reynolds, Hopkin and Lawson, to Messrs. 
Masen, Reynolds, Hopkin and Lawson, and I am pleased 
to say all is now in order with regard to the funds. 

In accordance with Rule II. and resolution passed at 
the last annual meeting, nine members have been struck 
off the roll of membership who were two years and up- 
wards in arrear. 

It is with regret I have to report death of three mem- 
bers during the year, viz., Messrs. A. L. Gibson, H. G. 
Rogers, and Capt. Russell. 

e have ha one resignation, and enrolled 27 new 
members, a fact which speaks well for the popularity of 
the Society. 

The TREASURER reported that the financial year ends 
on December 31st, when the accounts will be audited and 
balance sheet forwarded toeach member. The monies in 
hand to present date is :— 


Defence Account 
Balance in Bank 564 11 4 
Subscriptions to date 128 12 6 
Arrears (18 members) 10 0 6 

Benevolent Account. 

Balance in Bank 249 13 4 
Invested Funds 3400 0 0 


Note.—Re-investment of £600 in Mersey Dock and 
Harbour Board reduces the income £4 7s. per annum. 

After a short discussion it- was resolved that the 
office-bearers and Council form themselves intc 
committee, with power to add to their number, to take 
into consideration the suggestion of the President as to 
the advisability of federating with veterinary societies, 
and if so what would be the best plan to bring same toa 
practical issue. 

The SECRETARY read circular letter from Mr. W.F. 
Barrett asking for support to the Jubilee Benevolent 


Fund. It was agreed that same should lay on the 


table. 
The following were appointed officers for the year 1899: 
President.—Geo. Morgan, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 
Vice-President.—W. A. Taylor, Esq., F.R.C.VS, 
Manchester. 
Treasurer.—Edwd. Faulkner, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., Man- 
chester. 
Secretary.-_Sam. Locke, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 


A. L. Butters, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., London. 


J. S. Carter, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., Bradford. 

T. Hopkin, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 

A. Lawson, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 

A. W. Mason, He ., F.R.C.V.8., Leeds. 

R. 8. Reynolds M.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 

J. E. Scriven, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., _Tadcaster. 

R. C. Trigger, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., Newcastle-under-Lyme. 


W. Williams, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., Edinburgh. 

J. B. Wolstenholme, 4 F.R.C.V 8., Manchester. 

W. Woods, mg F.R.C.V.S., Wigan. 

J. E. Kitcher, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., London. 
Auditors.—Messrs. Buller, Lillon and Pownall, and 

J. B. Wolstenholme, Esq. One 
A vote of thanks to the office-bearers for their services 

during the year was passed, also one to the Chairman for 

presiding. 

Sam. Locks, Hon. Sec. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 262nd general meeting of the Association was _ 
on Friday, 25th Nov., 1898, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. A. Rob 
occupied the chair. There were present Prof. Hobday 
(president), Prof. M‘Fadyean, Messrs. Woodruff an 
Peacey, 37 members and six visitors. seid 
The minutes being read and signed, the President , 
a letter from Mr. B. P. Godfray, St. Helier’, —_ 
offering a special prize to be competed for by member, 
for the best original essay on some subject connec 
with the dog. t's 
The PRESIDENT having commented upon. the wel 
kindness in at all times doing what he could to furt 
the interests of the Association, Mr. Quinlan pro * “t 
and Mr. Wooldridge seconded, that a very hearty v° it 
thanks be accorded to a Not sa on being P 
to the meeting was carried by acclamation. ; 
Mr. Renmen exhibited an interesting morbid — 
and ar some photographs of an abno 
formed calf. 
Mr. TAPLEY read his essay, a highly instructiv® a 
upon “Tetanus.” This concluded, the discuss 
ooldridges essay on “ Abortion in Cattle 
by Mr. Garside. and well sustained by Prof. 
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Messrs. Woodruff, Elphick, McIlvenna, Roberts and Rait. 
“Votes of thanks to Mr. Wooldrige and the Chairman 


terminated the proceedings. 
J. M. Tate, Assist. Sec. 


“RUBBING IN” A VETERINARY PRESCRIPTION. 


On Tuesday, at Beccles County Court before his 
Honour Judge Eardley Wilmot, an action was brought 
by Elijah Rumsby, agricultural labourer, Aldeby, to re- 
cover £10 10s. from Mr. E. P. Smith, veterinary surgeon, 
Beccles, under very unusual circumstances. Mr. J. A. H. 
Ferrier appeared for plaintiff; Mr. H. Lovewell Blake 
forthe defendant.—-Plaintiff stated that he was in the 
employ of Mr. E. Capon, farmer, of Aldeby, and that in 
August last it was arranged that he should be a “three- 
quarters” man for harvest, filling up the rest of his time 
with the cows. He was to have £6 10s. for the harvest ; 
but a few days after it began one of the cows was taken 
ill, and Mr. Capon sent for the veterinary surgeon. 
Defendant attended. This occurred on Saturday after- 
noon. Having given the cow a draught he poured some 
lotion on the cow’s back, and told plaintiff to “ rub it in.” 
Plaintiff made no objection, and did so, but on defendant 
telling him to rub with both hands, he said “no,” as he 
had scratches, and a cut on the other hand. He told de- 
fendant the lotion made his hand smart and tingle, but 
defendant said it would not hurt him, as it was only 
“vinegar and water.” Defendant told him to wash his 
hands well afterwards, and he did so, but he awoke on 
Sunday morning, between three and four o’clock, to find 
his hand covered with blisters, and the fingers drawn up. 
He saw Mr. Smith on the road, later in the day, and told 
him about it. Defendant said it would be all right in 
about two days, but he did not get right, and had to go 
and see the doctor. He was unable to work for three 
weeks, during which time he was treated by Dr. Fox. 
He saw Mr. Smith again with reference to compensation, 
but defendant declined to give him anything. 

Dr. Fox stated he attended the plaintiff for three 
weeks. His fingers were drawn up, and the hand blis- 
tered from some irritant. The lotion used was strong 
enough to cause the injury. 

Clement Bailey, a lad in Mr. Capon’s employ, and Mr. 
Capon also gave evidence corroborating plaintiffs state- 
ment. Mr. Capon said he considered it would be part 
of plaintiff's duty to hold the cow’s head while a draught 
was administered, but not to rub in the lotion. That was 
for the vet. to do. 

Mr. Blake, for the defendant, submitted there was no 
privity of contract between him and plaintiff, who was 

oing his ordinary work. The lotion was harmless pro- 
vided plaintiff had washed his hands clean as he was 
= do. If he had any claim it was against his 

a. Smith, in his evidence, admitted that he told 

laintiff to rub the lotion in. He also told him to wash 

is hands well after doing so. He rubbed the plaster on 

Imself, and suffered no injury, and had never known a 
case of this kind before in his practice, extending over 21 
ae would have been willing to give the man 

— ing as he was sorry for him, if Mr. Capon had 
pe: mal The services the man rendered were such as he 
Pete from acowman. He could not do everything 
B. R. W. Snell, Arthur Allgar, and James Boreham, 
the en, also gave evidence. Allgar said he had used 

ine — thousands of times, and had suffered noth- 

18 —, who attends to the Roos Hall dairy, said 

rendered doctored their cows, and that he (witness) 

red similar service to that of plaintiff, he consid- 


reg was part of his work. He had not suffered any 


The Judge said it was quite clear defendant was liable 
for the injury, and could not shift the responsibility on 
to Capon, who did not know what lotion he was going 
to give. Judgment was given for plaintiff for £5 and 
costs.—ust Anglian Daily Times. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From Zhe London Gazette : 
Wark Orrice, Patt Matt, Dee. 6. 
Veterinary-Major G. D. Whitfield is placed on tem- 
porary half-pay on account of ill-health. 
Veterinary-Captain R. Moore, F.R.C.V.S., to be Vet.- 


Major. | 
Veterinary-Lieutenant E. W. Larnder to be Veterin- 


ary-Captain. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


™ OUR PROFESSION AS A LIVELIHOOD. 
Ir, 

Perhaps my letters are too pessimistic, and that is 
the reason that they so seldom have the great honour 
of appearing in Zhe Veterinary Record; they are, | 
presume, consigned to the waste paper basket. Your 
correspondent, “ M.R.C.V.S., and an empty pocket,” is 
also evidently not quite satisfied with the money gettin 
powers of the veterinary profession. Very few men will 
deny that it is an exceedingly slow way of making a fat 
balance at the bank. But we are in it, and very little 
good comes of grumbling. The only plan is to combine 
with it some other work, as horse dealing, farriery, livery 
stables, etc., for veterinary work in very many instances 
fails to yield sufficient money to enable one to live respect- 
ably, or at any rate in such a way as middle class people 
havea right to expect. “Much has been said about 
raising the standard of the profession to that of the 
medical.” I quote from one of your correspondents, 
Nov. 26th. hat nonsense. The majority of people 
will never be prepared to value our services to their 
horses, bullocks, dogs, etc., at the same price paid to the 
man who attends Tesedibee. their wife and children. 
The veterinary profession will never be on the same 
standard as the medical profession. It is impossible. 
We all know that there are in the medical many very 
ordinary individuals of very ghumble birth and breeding, 
but this does not affect the question. Personally, I am 
often amused by the suburban medico, his painfid 
respectability, the perpetual high hat and black frock 
coat, and the effort not to see the veterinary medical 
brother, as it might, he thinks, lessen his awful 
respectability and great dignity were he to be seen 
walking down the High Street with the “ vet.” 

All this does not, of course, apply to the medical men 
who have had the advantage of good breeding, birth, 
foreign travel,etc. But *with r faithful “ Fido” or 
the favourite horse, prussic acid, or the gun ends them, 
but not so the dear wife or child. One single patient to 
a medical man is sometimes worth £100 (one hundred 
pounds) and more in the twelve months. Numerous 
good veterinary surgeons are earning no more than one 
hundred and fifty pounds a year. Now, I ask how can 
they dress well, support their families, and live in a 
get-atable house on this amount. It is simply impossible. 

I know of a young man who is making matters still 
worse by telling farmers what books to read, and bow to 
treat his cattle without the V.S. This youthful V.S. is 
ramping and roaring all over the country “giving 
lectures ” to farmers and telling them how much nature 


can do, and how little we are capable of.—-Yours faith- 
fully, Fiitay Lucre. 


| 
| 
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LECTURES TO FARMERS. 
Sir 
T gather from Mr. Maynard’s letter and newspaper 
cutting, appearing in your paper of the 3rd inst., that I 
am the individual whom he asks the profession to cen- 
sure. By all means censure if cause there be, but first 
make sure of the facts. Perhaps he is not to blame for 
accepting as facts the statements contained in a news- 
paper cutting, but I think he should have obtained 
more reliable evidence before accusing me of injuring 
“my neighbour.” 

To deal with the “cutting.” “The diseases of this 
animal” were not treated. ‘But the advice to consult 
their veterinary adviser in the treatment of the diseases 
named, and not to previously allow the village quack to 
treat, or to attempt treatment themselves, or to use the 
extensively advertised preparations, which often ruined 
the prospects of recovery, was given. If by doing this} 
have injured “my neighbour,” I’m sorry. Perhaps he 
thinks prescriptions were given. Let me assure him 
not one was, or will at any future time, be given. That 
would be quackery itself. 

Now for a statement for which he alone is responsible, 
and over which he should certainly have used more care. 
He complains that these lectures are given at different 
centres “ but seldom [ nctice in his own town or city.” 
I have yet to learn that locality is a legitimate cause of 
objection, but had he enquired he would have been told 
that zdentical lectures had been and were then being 
given in my neighbourhood—to be correct, two miles 
from my door ; and further, that for the past 3 years 
they had been given at different centres in my neighbour- 
hood and city. Much nearer then to my own door than 
the lectures of which he complains were to his. Further, 
let me assure him the centres are not selected by 
myself, nor by my two other professional brothers 
who lecture for the H.C.C., but by the Director of 
Technical Education, and probably I shall at some 
future time be told by a member of my late audience 
the same as I was told by a member last year in “my 
neighbour’s ” neighbourhood, viz., “That his V.S. said 
he was glad I’d been there, as many had been frightened 
to his door.”—Yours faithfully, 

Joun B. Turr. 

55 Southgate St., Winchester. 

Dee. 5th, 1898. 


Sir, 

In last week’s Record we had complaints from a mem- 
ber regarding certain books being recommended to 
farmers. This week complaints reach you of prescrip- 
tions being sown broad-cast. I can “go one better ” 
than either of the fore-going by saying that I can put my 
finger on a Member who trys to sell farmers a cheap (?) 
brand of clinical thermometers at 2/6 each—said ther- 
mometers can be purchased at,9s. per dozen. The cheap 
Jack introduces his wares after a long rigmarole on the 
necessity of a thermometer on every farm Is a 
pedlar’s licence necessary under such circumstances ? 


WESTMORELAND VET. 


‘a STEEL MEMORIAL. 
ir, i 

I am pleased to note that you do not regard my facts 
as controversial ; I only regret that I cannot regard your 
deduction in a similar light. 

You do not deny that the money was obtained on the 
representation that it would be used “to establish a 
scholarship open to all the schools,” or as Dr. Fleming 


and Mr. Wragg put it in “instituting a prize to students 
of all our schools.” But you go on to say that “whey 
between the collecting of a fund and its realisation, ; 
public meeting of the subscribers is called at which , 
unanimous decision is arrived at to vary the method of 
its disposal, no room is left for cavil.” I presume by 
this that you wish to suggest that a public meeting of 
the subscribers was so held, otherwise your remark 
would be irrelevant and I further presume that by a 
public meeting you mean a meeting of which all cop- 
cerned had due and proper notice, and to which they 
would be freely admitted. 

If my premises are correct, sir, and we agree as to 
what a public meeting is. I should then like you, as one 
of the original Steel Committee, to kindly answer the 
following questions : 


(1). Is it not a fact that the subscribers were asked to 
meet together without being told where to meet?! (2), 
Is it not a fact that very few persons ever attended 
that meeting, and that it was adjourned sine die! (3) 
Was any public notice subsequently given as to any 
further meeting, and if so where and how? (4). How 
were the persons, who finally assembled, called together ! 
(5) How many did, in fact, assemble ? (this question is 
of special interest so it would be desirable to give the 
names). (6). Was there any discussion on the question 
of the final disposition of the fund, and if so what was 
it, and who took part in it ? (7). Has such discussion ever 
been published and if so when and where? 


I have a very clear idea of the value of this so-called 
“ public meeting” but I have no desire to be premature. 
You declare it justifies everything. I believe that when 
the facts are known it will be seen to justify nothing. 
But as you make it the essence of your case, as yol 
were present, as you proposed a resolution, and as you 
were a member of the original Steel Committee you 
must be fully cognisant of the fact and I have no doubt 
you are prepared with the fullest details, I invite yuu 
to lay them before the subscribers and the profession. 
They should prove interesting. ; 

When possessed of these we can more accurately esti: 
mate the value of your contention that the “public 
meeting” set everything in order.—Yours faithfully, 


Jno. A. W. DoLar. 


56, New Bond Street, 
Dec. 8th, 1898. 


[Mr. Dollar knows perfectly well that there was 4 

ublic meeting of the subscribers. The little catechism 

e sets us we decline to answer because only one mall 
wants this six-year-old question re-discussed.— Ep.] 


Communrcations, Booxs, AND Papers RECEIVED :—Messt’. 
H. Gray, G. Mayall, C.M. Park, R. J. Dawson, 5. Locke, 
J.B. Tutt, John Dunstan, J. Donald, Jno. A. W. Dollar, 
W.H. Webb; Major J. A, Nunn, Capt. M. H. Hayes: 
‘* Westmorland Vet.” 


Live Stock Journal Almanac, East Anglian Daily News, 
Eastern Daily Press. 


Original articles and reports should |be written oD | 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names ® 
addresses of the writers not necessarily for publication. 

We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all mae 
worth bringing under the notice of the preienen OS 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings 
local papers containing facts of interest. its 

Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulha 
Road, 8.W. 
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